I am pleased to take this opportunity to wish our readers, contributors, editorial and advisory board members, referees, editorial, publishing, and production staff of the Telecommunication Systems (TELS) a very Happy New Year! Along with all the new hopes, blessings and promises that the New Year would bring, I wish it could also open a lot of opportunities for us. A New Year is a time to set new goals, make resolutions, look ahead, and don't repeat the mistakes of the past year.
The previous year presented several challenges for TELS, which were turned into opportunities with the help of all the stakeholders. During the last year, we were fortunate to introduce the online submission system through editorial manager (EM), which is definitely helping authors, reviewers, editorial board members, and the production department to efficiently perform their jobs. It is always the first priority to expedite the peer-review process, for which the average number of days between the date the manuscript was received and the first decision was committed has been decreased to 42. Indeed, all the credit goes to our editorial board members and the reviewers who are putting forth efforts and spending their precious time for TELS.
We still have one inherited challenge, which is a huge backlog of unpublished papers that will still follow us in the current year! However, the good opportunity is the 'Online First', which allows authors to publish their accepted articles online well before print publication. We are trying our best to publish all the accepted papers online as soon as they are accepted for publication. I really appreciate our production department at Springer for their efforts.
During the last 6 months, TELS has received hundreds of submissions from 45 countries, mainly India, China, Malaysia, Iran, Taiwan, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, USA, Portugal, and Sweden. I hope it would grow in this year and we would have more coverage around the globe.
A few months ago, I proposed to Springer to change the cover image of the journal. Therefore, we are now introducing the new cover image of TELS from January 2015. I hope you would like it! Furthermore, we have also revised the scope and taxonomy of the journal to address more emerging topics in the burgeoning field of telecommunication.
I would also like to welcome new editorial board members and pay my thanks and gratitude to the members who resigned and left the journal in 2014. I am certain that these new appointments will have a significant positive impact on the image and standing of the journal.
Last but not least, this New Year presents TELS with tremendous opportunities as well as challenges, but I am quite optimistic about the bright future and success with your help and contributions!
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